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With a busy start off of the year we are delighted to welcome you again for the 

acceptance of our E- Newsletter- 4th issue. We would please to hear your 

feedback about our newsletter so that we can continue to improve it. Your 

suggestions were undeniably helps us for the improvement of our newsletter. 

 

Therefore, I humbly encourage all of you to make use of this platform to remain 

connected with us. Let me reiterate that we welcome all contributions so that 

we can make this e-newsletter a place for our collective voices. 

The purpose of this E-Newsletter is to inspire readers to become more involved 

with us and know about our works. We welcome your ideas and feedback, so 

please email us at: bitactg@gmail.com.You can also stay connected with us 

through our website: www.bitactg.org 

 

We are always open to your new and creative ideas and try to accomodate as 

much as possible. 

 

Sisir Dutta 

Message from Executive Director  
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Bangladesh is currently undergoing a demographic transition and the proportion of the 

population 60 years and older is rapidly increasing. The elderly population in Bangladesh is 

growing fast and becoming a big concern from social, economic and political angle. 

However, such an important issue has not yet been effectively reflected in the policy 

agenda of the country. The process of ageing in Bangladesh is taking place at a time when 

the pattern of life is changing, kinship bonds are weakening and family composition is 

undergoing a rapid transformation. With rapid increase in the number of elderly 

population and under the condition of socio-economic transformation, the elderly 

population is experiencing a difficult time. To secure their rights, livelihood acceleration 

and strengthen the development process BITA with the support of Peoples Republic of 

Bangladesh and UKAID and Help Age International Bangladesh has started Accelerate 

Livelihood of Left-behind Older Workforce (ALLOW) project in Ramgati Upazilla. Under the 

coverage umbrella of Age Demand Action (ADA) campaign BITA observed International 

hƭŘŜǊ 5ŀȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ έ9ȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ-ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ƛƴ м ƻŎǘƻōŜr,2013 

at Ramgati Upazilla premises. With the participation of UNO, Upazilla Chairmen, Civil 

Society Members, different stakeholders, Help Age officials the major activities of the day 

long campaign were Rally, Human Chain, round table Discussion, health Camp and 

signature collection. 

The Elderly in Bangladesh: does 

anybody care for them?  

Some Commendations 

V Social and civil participation among the 
ageing, attitudes towards older persons, and 
perceptions of old age needs to be changed 

V Secure separate seats for age old population 
in public transports. 

V Distribution of health card to ensure health 
care & priority basis medication 

V Taking appropriate measures to establish 
general regime for compulsory old-age 
insurance, starting at a particular age, to be 
prescribed by national law; 

V Establishing a retirement age range that is 
flexible, taking into account national 
circumstances (including demographic, 
economic and social factors), the type of 
work performed (with special consideration 
given to hazardous occupations, for 
example), and the ability of older persons to 
remain in the workforce; 

V Ensuring that survivors and orphans receive 
benefits upon the death of a employed 
person who was covered by social security or 
receiving a pension; 

V Providing non-contributory old-age benefits, 
within available resources, and other 
assistance for all older persons, who, when  
reaching the age prescribed in national 
legislation, have not completed a qualifying 
period of contribution and are not entitled 
to old-age pension or other social security 
benefits or assistance and have no other 
source of income 
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! άtǳǇǇŜǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ нп WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ну CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ нлмп ƻƴ .L¢! /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

(BITA), Patiya with the joint collaboration of Bangladesh Institute of Theatre Arts (BITA) & Goethe Institute, Bangladesh. With the 

direction of Renowned Puppet director Wieland Jagodzinski the workshop was divided into three groups. 

The initial part was Puppet Production and the later two parts were detail production preparation and show organizes respectively. 

Based on the German fairy tale- .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ DǊƛƳ άǘƘŜ .ǊŀǾŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ ¢ŀƛƭƻǊέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜǎƻƳŜ 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ άhǳǊ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ōƛƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜέ-the puppet was prepared from 

the different raw materials from our surroundings through a 35 days residential training comprises of the members of BITA Cultural 

Resource Team. The main theme was how a courageous little tailor inspired from a water supplier travelled out to see the world 

around him and became a winner conquering the hurdles. 

Later the puppet theater was inaugurated through a spontaneous demonstration in a local village name Baroikara, patiya 

on 28 February where people from the community including men, 

women, youth, children and local level representatives 

were present there. Overall 9 shows were demonstrated in 

different locations and schools of Patiya, Chittagong and 

Dhaka where the major participants were schools children. 

Later on in the National theatre institute Honorable 

parliament member Tarana Halim and National Shilpokola 

Academy Executive Director Liyakot Ali Laki praised highly 

for these presentation and distributed certificates among the 

participants.The production preparation and overall 

coordination between this joint collaboration between BITA 

and Goethe Institute was coordinated by BITA Cultural 

coordinator Ashok Barua and Executive director Mr. Sisir 

Dutta was behind the overall supervision of this production. 

 

'THE BRAVE LITTLE TAILOR' -  Joint initiative of BITA & 

GOETHE Institute - Dhaka  
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       Some Commendations 

V Develop separate service based 

Citizen Charter for Children 

V Activate ward level  committee of 

union Parishad, 

V Partnership building with GO & 

NGO,  

V Make committed of union level 

govt workers in child protection,  

etc 

 

 

 

 

Conducting local level public Dialogue presentation Lesson learned workshop at D.C office auditorium 
presentation 

 

A social audit is a way of measuring, understanding, reporting and ultimately improving an Institutional social and ethical 

performance. A social audit helps to narrow gaps between vision/goal and reality, between efficiency and effectiveness. It is a 

technique to understand, measure, verify, report on and to improve the performance of the services dedicated for the poor. 

In Chittagong Hill tracts low awareness on child rights makes the children more vulnerable and Inclination to livelihood related 

activities deprive the children & youth of Bandarban from enjoying their rights and entitlements. To ensure the rights and privilege 

of the children BITA has been implementing a protection based thematic project named PCDCI (Participatory Community 

Development through Cultural Initiatives) Supported by Save the Children  

International in Bandarban hill district under sadar Upazilla 

 In the PCDCI project advocacy has been considered as a spotlight one where social audit 

methodology was taken as an effective approach of advocacy. PCDCI project introduced 

social audit tools for community participation aiming to measure the child focus services 

under Government activities. By initiating social audit methodology a scenario has been 

brought out where community has less information about child related Govt services. 

About 83% participants out of total 120 respondents (60 children & 60 adults) do not 

aware of the children related services of MoSW (Ministry of Social welfare) & MoWCA 

(Ministry of Women & Children Affair). Under the applying process Community has been 

capacitated to deal social audit methodology. By initiating the events a warm 

communication has been developed with District Social Welfare Department (DSWD) & 

MoWCA. Hopefully MoU will be developed with those departments in next phase. Under 

the initiatives 1 workshop, capacity development training, 1 field level data collection in 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ н ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ фл ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ϧ м ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ lesson 

learned workshop have been conducted.   

Social Audit: An Effective and Efficient M onitoring Tool  
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Puppet Trainers with Students 

 

ά9ŜƴƎƳŀƪέ ƛǎ ŀ aŀǊƳŀ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά5ǊŜŀƳέΦ 5ǊŜŀƳ ƪŜǇǘ ōȅ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΤ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ϧ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀl 

identity. Considering development concern in CHT (Chittagong Hill Tracts) BITA is working on Child Right for a long time. From the 

very beginning of intervention in CHT save the Children is one 

of the remarkable partners in supporting. Different of cultural 

tools & approaches have been introduced by this implementing 

time of BITA.  In Bandarban the first puppet show organized on 

мр WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллрΦ ! ƎƛǊƭ ŎƘƛƭŘ ōƻǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά!ŎƘƛƴƎέΦ 

The Puppet experience of BITA was gradually increasing & 

straitening ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǳǇǇŜǘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ά!ŎƘƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

from sustainable approach & lesson learned BITA inaugurated 

a puppet school in Bandarban city area on 18 January 2104 

designed for three months certificate course duration. About 

15 of adolescent & youth have been joined in the certificate 

course. 

A participant of puppet school named Kachi Mong Marma said, 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

experience with it. I am waiting for what is happening. It could 

ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀtion session Mr. S. M. 

Nazimuddin, Additional District Commissioner of Bandarban 

district was present as chief guest. He said that puppet is an interesting learning process for Children education, BITA could make 

capacity development plan for school teachers. BITA executive director Sisir Dutta said that here puppet has huge opportunity as a 

presentable performing arts & educational tools. We have observed that promoting cultural intervention in CHT puppet have been 

acceptance & recognition by Children; Parents & Community. By this time BITA has given support to capacitate a few of local level 

expert puppeteer. From the civil society group Mangkai Sainu, Buddha Joti Chakma, Joli Mong, Doli Prue, Chotue Prue were present. 

The puppet school is coordinating by Lablu Marma.  

 

ÖEengmak×: A new domain of delig htful learning  
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Rally in a Community Based Organization  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Bangladesh is a densely populated developing country of South Asia. The 

emergence of Bangladesh as an independent state was the result of a fight 

against violation of human rights in different ways. After its independence the 

power structure is highly centripetal that does not uphold the true spirit of the 

populace. If human rights mean public interest or, say, people-oriented 

development, this is theoretically guaranteed but pragmatically hindered in the 

present-day order. As a Human right based organization BITA has been working 

in development since 1994 to bring to light the importance and effectiveness of 

human development in materializing the overall development in a sustainable 

approach. 

.L¢! ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ όмлŘŜŎ нлмоύ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά²ƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 

IǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ƛƴ ф /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό/.hύΦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ϧ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /.hΩǎΣ /ƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ¦ƴƛƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘŀŘ  aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ [ŀōƻǊ 

Federation Leader, members of Farmer Field School, Government & NGO 

representatives, Teachers & Students from Local schools participated with great 

enthusiasm. In the beginning of the day observance leaflet were distributed 

followed by a rally. Later on the discussion session the speakers laid emphasis 

on the impact of Human rights day & committed to play a strong role for 

resisting violence against Human rights. Community people need to raise their 

voice in this regard. Beside that different Government law enforcing agencies & 

bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

people to raise their voice for combating against the perpetrators. Later at the 

end of the day observance 18 community people were rewarded for playing a 

significant position in resisting violence against Human Rights. 

 

International Human Rights Day Observance  

Observing International womenÙs day  

ά!ƎǊŀƎƻǘƛǊ aǳƭ YŀǘƘŀ bŀǊƛ tǳǊǳǎ {ŀƳŀǘŀέ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ .L¢! ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Řŀȅ hōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ нлмп ǳƴŘŜǊ {5[D ό{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘύ 

project covering 9 sub districts of Luxmipur, Chandpur, Noakhali, Feni & Kishorgonj districts 

with the help of Upazilla Administration. The day observance is designed by rally, meeting, fair 

ϧ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ нлл ƻŦ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜŘ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎΣ ¦Φt ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ¦Φt 

secretary & CIG (Citizen in Governance) members were attended. Observing BITA stalls & 

exhibition the visitors & Govt officials had been aware & informed about the U.P (Union 

Parished) activity, ToR of U.P representative, process of citizen participations in U.P etc. BITA 

although participated in the equal event organized by Govt in Laxmipur & Chandpur. 
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Rally in a Community Based Organization  

Upazilla Vice Chairman is providing her speech in the ward 
meeting 

 

 
Bangladesh has a long and eventful tradition of local government. The structure and functions of 

local government have been evolved in consonance 

with socio-economic and political transformation of the 

country. Nevertheless, the Bangladesh Constitution 

(Articles 9, 11, 59, and 60) made provisions for 

establishing  local government as an inseparable 

organ of administering state affairs to safeguard 

democratic values and to secure economic and social 

justice.  According to Union Parishad Act, 2009 each 

union parishad has to accomplish two ward meeting in a 

year. In those ward meetings at least 5% of the total 

voter within the particular ward needs to be presented to 

place their demands. Union parishad comprise those demands into their Development plan and budget 

which later on implemented by union parishad. BITA is implementing SDLG project where 38 union parishad and 2 

Paurashavas commenced this practice from 2013. In accordance with it a ward meeting was held in 19 February, 2014 at 

4 no ward in Kalcho union under Hazigonj Upazilla of Chandpur Districts. Honorable chairman, Upazilla Vice Chairman 

and local 120 villagers were presented in that 

meeting. In that meeting respective ward member 

illustrated to villagers the total implemented 

development project, the reason behind deviation 

according to the plan and also the tax collection 

status in that particular year. Afterward the 

secretary placed the audit report to all the villagers. 

Later on the demands were brought together to 

implement the development plan for the next fiscal 

year of 2014-2015. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ward Meeting: Vicinity to place and ensure PeopleÙs Rights 


